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I've used it when talking to students about 
revising as the year goes by: can they vary 
what they do for their regular revision tasks 
so that revision is more stimulating?  This 
may become more important as A levels 
have returned back to linear assessment and 
revision of the work in the previous year 
becomes key for a good grade.  For a brand 
new change in resources, I would recommend 
that students are steered to
http://www.discoversociology.co.uk/ , the 
brand new site from the BSA, that offers an 
on-line source of revision and wider reading.  
Fuller student review available in this issue.

"A change is as good as a rest" can also be 
relevant to marking workload as a teacher.  
I've tried to set my classes homework in which 
they are writing in different styles or formats 
so that my marking doesn't always focus on 
a traditional essay.  Essays will always be the 
core of the marking as the year goes by, but 
when assessment can be made in other ways, 
it's worth the change.  For example, after I've 
covered labelling theory in the education 
topic, I set students a task to pretend they 
were a headteacher of a school in which they 
suspected students from the lower social 
classes were being labelled by teaching staff in 
a negative way.  The task was to write a memo 
to the staff training them on the evidence of 
class bias from teachers (summarising the 

knowledge and understanding they should 
have) and then the task was to suggest ideas 
for teachers to follow in order to stop/
avoid labelling.  It was an interesting read 
to see what students could think of, and 
made a change from only marking essays.  
There is also potential for employability 
links if students are writing in an imaginary 
workplace role: what's the right tone and 
format for a headteacher's memo to staff?  If 
you have ideas of how Sociology work could 
be assessed through a variety of written 
formats, please send your best ideas in and we 
can collate them for the next issue.  Contact/
send ideas to me via prs@cadcol.ac.uk

Many thanks for all the contributors to this 
issue of The Sociology Teacher.   
All the best for the Winter months ahead, 
Patrick Robinson.

Patrick Robinson
Patrick prs@cadcol.ac.uk
Co-editor of the  
BSA Teacher Group Journal.

Foreword

If you’re someone with an idea for something we could include in the journal, we’d be 

delighted to hear from you. Any aspect of teaching and learning in the Social Sciences 

can be suitable, but we’d be especially interested in material relating to GCSE and/or 

KS3, which are currently under-represented in the publication.

Articles, classroom resources or offers to provide regular features will all be considered, 

as will any other ideas for suitable copy. In the first instance please contact 

commissioning editor, prs@cadcol.ac.uk and we will pass your proposal to the  

editorial board.

Patrick Robinson

by Patrick Robinson, BSATeacher Group member and Journal editorial board member.

Could you write for THE SOCIOLOGY TEACHER?
www.britsoc.co.uk

© Patrick Robinson, 2016.

I seem to be using the phrase, "A change is as 
good as a rest" quite a lot at the moment.
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More Resources from Discover Sociology

!!DISCOVERING SOCIOLOGYDISCOVERING SOCIOLOGY MAGAZINEMAGAZINE DISCOVER MOREDISCOVER MORE ABOUT USABOUT US

Youth Subcultures Introduction
Sociologists propose that ‘youth’ is socially, as opposed to biologically, constructed. That is

to say, society determines how we view life stages and the appropriate behaviours

associated with them.

 
What is meant by ‘youth’?

Some would argue, that the idea of ‘youth’, as a transition stage between childhood and adulthood, is in fact a
very modern concept. For example, traditionally, and still in some parts of the world, rites of passage were
used to mark a clear shift between childhood and adulthood. However, today, and particularly in the West, we
have an elongated (and some would argue increasingly elongated) idea of a transitionary period, where we are
no longer children, but not yet fully adult, which we term ‘youth’. 

We begin here by looking at ‘what is youth?’, and then the idea of ‘Kidulthood,’ and ‘Generation
Boomerang’. Next we turn to the idea of subcultures, focusing first on classic youth subcultures, then youth
subcultures and consumerism, and neo-tribes. Then we present resources on theoretical views on youth
subcultures, looking first at Functionalism and rites of passage, and Marxism, Neo-Marxism and youth.
Next we look at social class and Jamaican patois, ethnicity and David Starkey, third culture kid identity,
white dreadlocks, girls and ‘bedroom culture’ and the changing roles for girls in subcultures. Then, we
focus on deviant subcultures, by looking specifically at Paul Willis and Learning to Labour, and Laura Walsh
‘No Respect’. Finally, we look at the media and youth subcultures, by looking at moral panics: mods and
rockers and the importance of music. 
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Introduction
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Generation Boomerang

Classic Youth Subcultures

Youth Subcultures and
Consumerism
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Marxism and The Walking Dead
The Walking Dead is a popular American TV show centring on a small band of survivors from a zomb..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

The Social Construction of Gender Roles
Students could consider the gendered division of labour in their own families and the extent to ..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

Feminism
Within this page a video is embedded which makes use of the ‘Good Wife’s Guide’ extract found in..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

Functionalism
Students could use this information to sketch out their own organic analogy and label the differ..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

Industrialisation Timeline
This is a detailed PowerPoint that outlines industrialisation and social change...

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

The Family and Industrialisation
Quizlet (www.quizlet.com) is a free resource that can be used by both teachers and students to c..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

Families in Different Countries
The following article provides accounts of family life in four different countries. Students can..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

Sociological Family Tree
In this activity, students fill out their own sociological family tree, which as well as providing a..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

The Sociology of Living Alone
Use the following New York Times article as a starter activity whereby students are to draw out ..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More

What is a Family?
‘What is a family?’ is the central question posed by Zach Wahls’ testimony provided here:..

Family Teacher Resource

Discover MoreDiscover More
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The Sociology of War 
and Violence 
 
Mike Gregson, Lakes College West Cumbria
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This is one of six sociology units taught on the Access to 
Higher Education Level 3 Diploma at Lakes College West 
Cumbria. Ascentis a National Awarding Organisation, encourage 
tutors to submit proposals for new units, ‘The Sociology of 
War and Violence’ was submitted in 2014 with approval 
to run during the academic year 2015-16. This article will 
briefly outline the justification for writing the unit, current 
sociological interpretations of war and violence, ideas about 
lesson preparation and classroom delivery, how the students’ 
responded and what work they produced. 

The study of war has traditionally been the preserve of 

historians, politicians and the military. Giddens, A. and Sutton, 
P.W. (2013:1028) argue that 

‘As a discipline, sociology has not given the study of 
war as much prominence as it could and should have 
done, preferring to leave it to historians and military 
theorists.’

The suggestion here is that Sociologists have an important role 
to play in contributing to the understanding of the motivations 
and far reaching consequences involved in war and violence. 
The observation that warfare encourages individuals to do 
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BOOK REVIEW: BY NATALIE DAVISON

Stuffocation
‘Memories live longer than things’
by James Wallman.

The idea is that as citizens in an increasingly 
materialistic and consumerist society we are 
becoming dissatisfied by the quest for the 
next ‘must have’ item. Items that are usually 
unfulfilling after a short period of time either 
because they do not live up to the hype or 
they are replaced by an even more up-to-date 
version (iPhone anyone?). Experiential buying 
is, as the name suggests, buying experiences 
instead.

As a successful trend forecaster, Wallman 
is perfectly placed to predict and plot 
future social trends and his research driven 
background is evident in his writing. Mixing 
real-life examples, academic research and 
statistics, Wallman brings to life a series of 
people who have made a host of changes to 
their everyday lives in an attempt to tackle 
their ‘stuffocation’. From families who sold 
up, packed up and went travelling to those 
who made smaller changes closer to home 
but still with big benefits.

If you join the Stuffocation mailing list at 
stuffocation.org, you’ll receive a free sample 
chapter of the book. The website also 
contains some useful Book Club questions 
that might be useful if using some of this 
material in a lesson or discussion with 
students.

Stuffocation by James Wallman
ISBN: 9780241971543

Available from
http://stuffocation.org/buy/

In Stuffocation, James Wallman takes us on a journey from the 
origins of mass consumerism in the 1920s (a US government led 
initiative to tackle over-production) to what he suggests will be the 
future – a focus on ‘experiential buying’.

ISBN: 9780241971543



  TST VOL 6. ISSUE 1. AUTUMN 2016  34

The BSA Teaching Group’s National A Level Competition invites essays and 
short videos from sociology students allowing you to win an Apple iPad Mini 
and £250 for your school. Register you interest now via by emailing your 
submission to Claire Simmons, Membership Development Officer.

NATIONAL A-LEVEL SOCIOLOGY COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS!  

WIN A IPAD MINI!
We look forward to reading your entries!

The British Sociological Association (BSA) is the 
national subject association for sociologists in 
the UK and its primary objective is to promote 
sociology. The BSA is the largest sociological 
network in the UK and is the public face of 
sociology in Britain.

BSA Teaching Group COMPETITION

Claire Simmons, Membership Development Officer,
British Sociological Association,
Bailey Suite, Palatine House,
Belmont Business Park, Belmont, 
Durham DH1 1TW.

You have until Friday 9 December at 5pm  
to submit your entry either via email to: 
Claire Simmons or via cd/USB to:

The A Level Competition is open to anyone currently 
studying at A Level, AS Level, Scottish Higher Level or 
equivalent post-16 qualification in sociology, and we 
encourage you to be as creative as possible with your 
answers!

This year’s question is ‘what are the causes of social 
consensus and conflict in society today?’ The aim of 
this question is to try and help students identify social 
issues within society and link it to the modules you 
have studied or are about to study. To enter all you 
need to do is submit a 2,000-word written piece or a 
10-minute podcast or video clip.

Previous years have covered topics such as ‘what is 
the important topic for sociologists to study over the 

next 20 years?’, ‘Changing Society – what is the role 
of the sociologist?’ and ‘why is sociology important?’ 
These questions have received some fantastic 
answers from all over the world.  Students have also 
commented on how much fun it is to take part in 
these competitions, enjoying the discussion sessions 
with their teachers and classmates.



  TST VOL 6. ISSUE 1. AUTUMN 2016  36

• Exclusive access to the  
BSA members area  
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/
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member benefits,  
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• FREE subscription to  
The Sociology Teacher, the 
online journal published 
three times a year which 
includes articles written by 
leading academics in the 
Social Sciences, reviews of 
recently published books and 
other informative editorial.

• Regional staff and student 
events which include  
member discount
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useful resources

• Support enabling you to raise  
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the contributors undertake any liability for any error or omission. Copyright © BSA Publications Ltd 2016. 
Except where rights are retained by original authors of text and/or images. Material from this publication 
may be freely reproduced physically or electronically for circulation within educational institutions. 
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